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Welcome Back to 2026 

It has been a great start back for 2026 so far, 
with students getting settled into their new 
classrooms.  

There are some important dates coming up 
ahead with our Meat and Greet BBQ next 
Tuesday, a free dress day fundraiser next 
Thursday, and pupil free days in Week 3 and 
Week 5.  The Upcoming Dates will be updated 
in every newsletter, so please keep checking 
to keep up to date.  
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Principal’s Report 

Hi everyone, 

What a fantastic start to 2026. It was so refreshing to see all students, families and staff 
return to school after a good summer break. Students started in their new classes eagerly 
engaging in getting to know those in their class as well as new students who have joined 
our Paynesville family. Structures and routines have been set and classes are diligently 
involved in focusing on and engaging in academic and social-emotional learning.  

I would like to formally welcome all our new preps and their families to our Paynesville 
Primary School family. The group of preps are just a delight and so full of energy, 
enthusiasm and joy. 

I would also like to officially introduce our Grade 6 School Leadership Team for 2026. 

School Captains 
Kenzie Cartwright​ ​ ​ ​ Melanie Guthrie 
Sports Captain 
Ally Wood-Laird 
House Captains 
Blue House​​ ​ ​ ​ Red House​ ​ ​  
Nathan McGrath​ ​ ​ ​ Solomani Tavai (TJ) ​ ​ ​  
Green House​ ​ ​ ​ Gold House 
Nate Carpenter​ ​ ​ ​ Will Fountain 
Wellbeing/First Nations Leader 
Londyn Miller 
Student Representative Council Leaders 
George Molinaro 
Reve Veitch 
Japleen Kaur  

 

 



 

 

Specialist subjects started last week with students loving Food Technology with Mrs Smith 
and Art with Dee Howlett on Wednesdays, P.E: P-2 with Mrs Stringer and Grades 3-6 with 
Mr Floyd and Ms Sargant, STEM: P-2 with Mary and Grades 3-6 with Ms Sargant and Mrs 
Hudson, Grade 3-6 Cultures studies: with Mrs Hudson and Mr Floyd on Thursdays. This 
week Music will also commence on Tuesdays for all classes. 

Commencing next Monday 9th February the grade 1-6 classes will have Touch Football 
sessions for 4 weeks. These sessions will be delivered by Gecko Sports Gippsland and 
are part of the Sporting Schools program. 

We had our first Assembly on Friday where our new school leaders received their badges. 
Will Fountain proudly delivered the Acknowledgement of Country and Wellbeing Award 
and our School Captains Kenzie and Melanie handed out the Values Awards and finished 
off the Assembly. Our House Captains eagerly commenced House Colour Activities during 
the afternoon session prior to this Assembly. 

I look forward to seeing everyone that can make it attend our Meat and Greet BBQ next 
Tuesday afternoon. Students have been creating invitations for you so they should be on 
their way home to you this week. 

NAPLAN testing will be undertaken commencing on 11th March this year by our year 3 
and 5 students. More information will come home to families about this from the 
Department of Education when we receive it. 

Have a great week and take care. 

​
Kind regards,  

Deb Mathers – Principal 

 

 

 



News from the office…. 

PHONE SYSTEM TRANSITION 
We are currently moving to a new phone system. During this 
transition, outgoing calls from the school may appear as         
5624 3992 (Warragul). 

Please be assured that this is the school calling. 

If you need to contact us, please use one of the following numbers: 

●​ Phone: 5156 6334 
●​ Text: 0458 566 371 

 

uEducateUs, a secure online platform designed to make 
communication between families and the school easier and 
more efficient. 

Through uEducateUs, parents and carers can: 

●​ Receive important updates and announcements 
●​ Communicate directly with teachers 
●​ View attendance information 
●​ Access student reports 
●​ Submit absence notifications 

The platform works on phones, tablets, and computers, making it simple to stay connected wherever 
you are.  If you have misplaced your login details or are new to the school please see Lauren or 
Kerry in the office. 

 

CSEF – Financial Support for School Activities 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides $400 per student to 
help eligible families cover the cost of camps, excursions and sporting activities. 

Families with a valid means‑tested concession card, out‑of‑home care students, and asylum seeker 
or refugee families may qualify. 

How to Apply 

New applicants can collect a form from the school office or download it from: 
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund 

If you received CSEF last year, you only need to reapply if your circumstances have changed 
(new school enrolment, custody changes, updated concession details, or new siblings starting 
school). 
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1-2 

 

Grade 1-2 students have commenced the year with the new Phonics 

Plus reading-spelling program which is being implemented in all 

F-2 Grades in Victoria. We are all still learning the ins and outs of 

this new way of learning, but already students are learning about 

breaking words into base words, suffixes and syllables to help with 

their spelling.  We do our Phonics Plus lessons from 9:10–9:50 

every morning (except Wednesday), so please try to make sure 

students are at school on time so that they don’t miss out on these 

important lessons. Students also do the handwriting and reading 

fluency components of the Phonics program in the afternoon. 

 



 



 



  



 

 

 

 

Did you know that natural colour pigments in foods have specific health benefits? 

For the next few weeks in Food Tech, we will ‘Eat the Rainbow’ as we explore what the 
different coloured foods can do for our bodies. 

In Week 2 we have learnt that: 

RED foods help our heart, reduce cancer risk, and boost brain function. 

ORANGE foods strengthen the immune system, build healthy skin, and improve 
vision. 

We made pumpkin pancakes and raspberry compote to support this learning. 

 

 

 

 



 

School Wide Positive Behaviour 

 

 

 

 



 

Values Award Winners for Week 1 and 2 

Students identified by staff to be demonstrating our school value RESPECT 

 

Tilly Loe - taking on advice given in a respectful and mature way 

Charlie Stein - a fantastic and respectful start to 2026 

TJ Tavai - considering others and using his inside voice 

Frankie Molinaro - showing a peer how to be respectful 

Jakoby Saunders - joining our school in such a respectful manner 

McKynzie Jones - respecting the needs of other students and supporting them in the 
classroom 

Kenzie Cartwright - showing all students how to be respectful 

Ricky Rowed - working respectfully with his classmates 

Bea Campbell - always being respectful in our classroom 

Freya Checkley - being extra helpful in packing up after maths 

Polly Oates - using her manners in the classroom 

Eddy Campbell - listening and working hard in Food Tech 

Luke Davidson - always being polite and respectful when speaking to staff 

Evelyn Korhecz - remembering to put her hand up when she has something to say 

Wyatt Radnell - showing respect to his classmates and staff 

Levi Renke - being kind and gentle to everyone 

Nathan McGrath - showing respect to his fellow classmates 

 

Well done to all these students that have worked to show our school values.
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